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Dates for the diary
30 Aug – S3 YPI Launch
5 Sep - Parents’ Association
Meeting 7pm at the School
11 Sep – S1 Photos
13 Sep – S6 Away Day
16 and 17 Sep – Midterm break
17 Sep - Higher Education
Convention for S5/6 pupils
(Staff development/ in-service/non-pupil
day)

1 Oct – Parents’ Association
Meeting 7pm at the School
4 Oct – S1 Interim Reports Issued
14- 20 Oct – October Break
21&22 Oct – Staff In-service days
23 Oct – Pupils Resume
School Meal Price Increase
Please note that from August 2019 the
cost of a meal at the BiteSite is now
£2.30.

Midlothian Catering Services Manager

Head Teacher’s Message
It is my pleasure to welcome back all our young people and staff after the long summer break. The school session has started very
positively with classes settling quickly and staff reporting few major behavioural issues. I would also like to thank parents and carers
for the very good response to our drive to improve uniform standards in school with the vast majority in full official uniform. The
main issues are with a few girls still wearing leggings. These are not part of the uniform and any uniform trousers need to have a zip
and pockets and be black. Students who are not in correct uniform need a note from home that must be taken to the office. Please
also indicate how long they will be out of uniform. Support to help pay for uniform is available and the school can be contacted for
advice. Thank you again for your on-going support in this matter.
This session will see a range of consultations for staff, parents and students. The first of these will be in relation to the school ethos
as we review the school’s values and invigorate a new vision into 2020. There will also be a consultation on our curriculum as we
look at how it is structured and what types of courses we offer to ensure progression to sustained and positive destinations. Initially,
I am seeking an external review to inform possible models and more information will follow as we seek your opinion on those
proposed models.
Finally, we will be reviewing how we communicate with parents, particularly in relation to informing you of your children’s progress
in S1-S3 and a sub group of the parents will be meeting with me early this term to look at possible changes. Best wishes,

Craig Biddick, Acting Head Teacher
Reporting Absence from School

Parents Association

Parents/Carers are reminded that they should phone the
school office each day of their child's absence. The school
office is open from 8am.
According to procedure if a pupil feels unwell in school, they
should ask to be excused by their class teacher and report
to the school office, where staff will contact their
parent/carer. Please remind your child of this should they
contact you directly during school hours. Any request for a
pupil to have time off during term time must be addressed to
the Head Teacher.
Driving Lessons - parents please note: Wherever possible,
driving lessons should be arranged outwith the school day
and only in exceptional circumstances during Study
periods, when leave may be granted at the Head Teacher's
discretion. Absences during class time will be recorded as
'Unauthorised'.

The Parents' Association exists to bring parents and carers
together so they can support the school in providing the best
education possible for our children.
The meeting dates for the 2019/20 school year are as follows:

School Office and Guidance Staff

Thur 5 Sep, Tues 1 Oct (AGM), Thur 28 Nov, Wed 29 Jan, Wed
25 Mar and Thur 7 May
All meetings are at the school at 7 p.m. (6.45 p.m. for tea /coffee
/chat). Please do come along to find out more about what's going
on at the school and about how you can get involved.
To find out more about the PA join our Facebook group (Penicuik
High School Parents' Association), take a look at our web page
(http://penicuik.mgfl.net/parents/parents-association-2/) or email
us at: penicuikhspa@gmail.com

Helen Armstrong, Parents Association

Annual Data Check Forms

Higher Education Convention - Tuesday 17th September – Royal Highland Centre

All pupils should return their updated Data Check Forms
to the school office no later than Friday 6 September.
It is vital that contact details are kept up-to-date so please
ensure these are returned as soon as possible.

The Higher Education Convention is open to all S5 / S6 students applying to university this year. All Scottish
and some English universities will be represented and it is a chance for students to ask questions about courses
and qualifications needed for entry. There are also a number of seminars available on the day for pupils wishing
to apply through UCAS and for specific pathways such as Medicine, applying to Oxford and Cambridge,
Engineering, Music, Nursing and Studying Abroad. For a list of exhibitors, a floor plan and timings for the
seminars please visit:
https://www.ucas.com/events/edinburgh-higher-education-exhibition-2019-339731

Furthermore, if there are any changes to personal details
throughout the school year, please put these in writing
and submit them to the school office as soon as possible.
Thank you.

The School Office

As this event is on a staff in-service day, pupils would need to make their own way there and back. Pupils will
also need to register for the event and print a free ticket (or save this to their mobile phone) to take with them on
the day. To book a place, please go to; https://eventbookings.ucas.com/sr/event.aspx?e=96
Timings for the day are 09.30-15.00hrs though Penicuik High School pupils are booked in 10.30-12.30.

Library News
With the help of the “Books for All” scheme run by
Bookdonors, a community interest company based in
Galashiels, we have been able to set up a book club. We
have several boxes of books (donated by Bookdonors)
available to pupils who want to be part of the club. It’s a
varied choice of books (from Bear Grylls to James
Patterson to Asterix the Gaul) and it will be refreshed
several times a year. The aim is to be a very casual club,
pupils can borrow as and when they like. All that’s
required is a review of the book they read. This can be as
simple as “it was good” or “4 out of 5” or something more
in depth if you like. Speak to Mr Smith if you want to see
the stock. If enough pupils indicate they would like a more
formal review/discussion club I will look at setting up
regular lunch time or after school meetings.

Also, Penicuik High School Library is now receiving
additional stock from the Penicuik Public Library. This is
an excellent collaboration which will mean lots of new
reading materials for our pupils. Stock will be refreshed
every 2 weeks. Come have a look!

Mr Smith, School Librarian

Mrs Brandie, Guidance Team
Penicuik Alumni
We would love to hear from
former pupils of Penicuik High
School and what they have
been up to since leaving. If
you, your son or daughter is
‘Penicuik High School Alumni’
and would be willing to share
their story, a photo/s and the
years they attended the
school, please get in touch at
the email address above - we
would love to hear from you!
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Edinburgh College Applications and School College Partnership (SCP)
Courses
School College Partnership Programme – started w/c 26th August 2019
School College Partnership courses can be taken by pupils going into S4/5/6 as part of their
school timetables. These courses can be built into course choices for S4/5/6. An electronic
brochure detailing the full SCP offer has been produced for pupils and parents and can be
accessed online at: http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/schools
Places are still available in the following areas: Acting and Performance, Computer Games
and Software Development, Events, Health and Social Care, Languages, Police Studies,
Photography, Retailing and various Foundation Apprenticeship courses. Applications for
these courses are completed online. Courses with places available may still be open to
applicants. All offers will be subject to receipt of Guidance reports/information/pre-entry
assessments arrangements. Application status will be communicated to pupils by email and
through the School college tracker portal available to Careers’ and guidance staff in schools.
Speak to your Guidance teacher, Careers Advisors or follow the link below if you want to find
out more: http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/
All College and FA pupils have been issued with a letter requesting written parental
permission. This should be returned to the Guidance Base as soon as possible. Pupils are
expected to attend every Tuesday and Thursday (unless attending Childcare at Midlothian
Campus which is on a Monday PM or advised otherwise by the college or via the pupil
newsletter) and only if parental approval has been given. If you are unsure if you have
permission to attend college, please refer to the list outside the Guidance Base.
All pupils have been issued with a code of conduct and must ensure they follow this to ensure
their placement at college is maintained;
• Pupils must check they are aware of the transport arrangement for getting to and from their
course. If getting a taxi they must arrive at the pick-up point in plenty of time and ensure
they get in the right one! Transport arrangements can be found on the noticeboard outside
the Guidance Base. If getting a bus, they must ensure they have collected tickets from the
school office (as they sign out) and that they are leaving class no earlier than the time
agreed. Again, please check the noticeboard for details.
• All pupils must sign out before leaving school.
• All pupils must attend school in full uniform on a college day but can bring a change of clothes
for college.
• All pupils must ensure they are organised for lunch - you can't leave school earlier to do
this!
• All pupils are responsible for ensuring they keep up to date with any work or notices missed
at school whilst attending their college course.
• And finally, enjoy your course! Any questions or concerns, please see Ms McLennan.
Key Dates (SCP)
2019/20 SCP courses commence on 27 August and will run from 1.30pm – 4pm
Semester 2 will commence on 9th January 2020
An SCP/FA taster day will be held late October/early November to inform pupil course choices
for 2020/21. This will involve interactive activities plus a twilight information session for
parents. Further information will be provided soon.

Guidance Department and Careers Advisors

Nuffield Placements - Update

LEAPS Presentation

Two of our S6 pupils, Aimée Gorrie and Lauren Meikle, successfully
completed their research placements over the Summer holidays through the
Nuffield Research Placement Scheme in Scotland. This scheme enables
secondary school pupils who are interested in pursuing a career in Science,
Technology, Engineering or Maths (STEM) to work alongside practising
scientists,
technologists,
engineers
or
mathematicians
in
commercial/industrial establishments, research institutions or universities.

S6 pupils were given a presentation by LEAPS during PSE on Thursday 22 August. LEAPS
support students who are traditionally under-represented in Higher Education. They offer
impartial advice and guidance on any university or college pupils may wish to go to as well as
events and activities to support their choices, application and transition into Higher Education.
LEAPS support S5/6 pupils at Penicuik High School who have the potential to achieve 3 Highers
over 2 sittings and match one or more of the following criteria;

Aimée’s project; ‘Exploring the Importance of Codon Usage in Eye Disease
Using Synthetic Biology,’ was based at the Institute of Genetics and
Molecular Medicine at The University of Edinburgh.
Lauren’s project
‘iGeneration: Supporting Creativity in Children with Autism Spectrum
Disorders during Participatory Design’ was based at the School of
Informatics at The University of Edinburgh. Both pupils secured their places
on the 4-5 week placement, which ran from July into August, before they
returned to school for S6 last month.
A celebration event was held at the Royal College of Physicians in Queen
Street, Edinburgh on Monday 2 September and was attended by Aimée and
Lauren who were supported by their families as well as Mrs McFadyen and
Ms McLennan representing the school. The student’s research projects
were on display on the day and there were presentations and guest
speakers before the certificates were presented. Aimée was also asked to
speak about her experience in front of the large assembled audience. She
was the only one of the almost 60 pupils who participated in the scheme this
year to do this. Congratulations Aimee and Lauren – we are very proud of
you both!

• Student who is the first generation in their family to apply to Higher Education or whose
parents do not already hold a degree
• Student from a low income background (e.g. pupil entitled to EMA, free school meals or family
receiving income support)
• Student who has spent time in care or being looked after
• Student who is a Young Carer
• Student may also be eligible based on their postcode check at; www.leapsonline.org/eligibility
Over the next couple of months students who are LEAPS eligible will be offered a 1:1 interview
in school, pre-completion of their UCAS applications. Eligible pupils must complete the preinterview survey online by going to www.leapssurvey.org (be careful – you cannot save this so
it will time out if you do not finish it in one sitting and you may lose all of your information!)
LEAPS are offering their annual Creative Extras event to pupils intending to apply for Art and
Design courses. This event will run from 14-18 October. In November, they will also be offering
a personal statement workshop and Acting audition preparation. Post-application advice will be
offered during Feb and March 2020 as well as the S6 ‘Unicafe’.
Please note, the deadline for eligibility is 30 November 2019. For more information, please go
online or see Mr Saffhill.
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Mrs MacFadyen, Science Faculty Leader and Ms McLennan, Guidance

The Guidance Team

Photographs from the
Nuffield Celebration
Event at The Royal
College of Physicians,
Edinburgh, 2/9/19
Aimée and Lauren with
their research project
posters (above)
Aimée addresses the
audience (left)
Lauren receives her
certificate (right)

EVERYONE READS IN CLASS
E.R.I.C.: All first and second years read for the first ten minutes of each English
class. We would welcome support from parents – please make sure that your son or
daughter has a personal reading book in their bags at all times. The students are also
expected to read this book at home for fifteen minutes each evening. There is strong
evidence linking reading for pleasure and educational outcomes and we would like
all our students to read regularly.
If you are thinking about birthday or Christmas presents or even bribes to get them
to tidy bedrooms, an ERIC book would be ideal. You can find ideas for teenage fiction
on the following websites:

Sports News
Fitness Classes
The following fitness classes are available for staff and pupils in S3-S6;
• Monday after school Spin (3.40-4.15ish)
• Tuesday morning Fitness (circuits, insanity, etc 7.20-7.50am)
• Friday morning Spin (7.20-7.50am)
Girls Netball
S1 and S2 Netball starts Monday 9 September in the Games Hall 3.30-4.30pm.
S3-S6 Netball starts Tuesday 10 September in the Games Hall 3.30-4.30pm.

http://scottishbooktrust.com/
https://nerdybookclub.wordpress.com/

The full extra-curricular programme will be available after the September midterm
break and will include hockey, basketball, racquet sports etc. If you wish to participate
in anything that is available, you must join ‘Sports Club’. An email was sent out to all
parents’ with further information. Sports Club forms can be collected from the PE
department.

https://www.waterstones.com/
http://www.foyles.co.uk/

Astro News
£300K capital funding to re-carpet the Penicuik Astro Pitch has now been fully
approved by the Midlothian Council Finance Team and the Facilities team are
currently going out to tender, aiming to get this project complete ASAP.
The English Department

Physical Education Department

