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Our new school values

As part of our work towards achieving our Gold Rights Respecting Schools award, we have
been reviewing our school ethosEarlier in the year we established our new vision statement
for Penicuik High SchoodAt Penicuik High School we aim to create a caring community where
everyone is respected, included, treated with kindness, and feels safe. We believe in nurturing



a learning environment that strives for excellence, values diversity, promotes dignity and
encourages personal growth, preparing students to succeed in a connected wdkpart of
this review, we have also revisited our school valueSur PRIDE values have served us well
over the years, but it was felt that a refresh was neededfter consulting staff and student
groups we believe that Kindness, Inclusion, Determination and Respect will help us achieve
our vision for Penicuik High School and serve our community over the coming yédre.next
stage of the review is to take both the vision and values and incorporate them into our new
relationships and behavior policy.

A message from Mr Biddick Headteacher

It has been a busy and intense periadschool with Prelims taking centre stage alongside the
normal schoohctivities highlightedn thisnewsletterover recent weeks.

| hope that young people have been motivated to apply themselves tassessmenperiod as
thisis a good dress rehearsal for thein SQA Diet. There is stroegidencethat young people

do best in exams if theynderstandthe coursestructure and demands and are consistamt
regular retrieval practice. Some of our attainmetsta is affectedy how studentoperateas
learners and how they fail to ensure they have learnt material rather than a lack of knowledge
and understanding. If a young personderstands concepts ahe time they are taughbut

does not restudy themthroughretrieval strategies and practice then they bt do as well as
they should.Theprelim resultswill tell youngpeoplehow they are doing and our tracking and
intervention systemswill kickin after Christmasgo ensure cleamessages on what



needsimproving and next steps are shared with parents/carers and ypaaople.If you have
any concerngleasecontact yourchild's Guidance teacher in the first instance.

Have a greawveekend

CB

Free Study Support from-8goil

Registration for the 2024/25 Nationalleearning Offer Evening Study Support programme is
now open. This Scottish Government funded provision is focussed on delivering equitable
access to all Senior Phase learners and is completelyStadents will need their Glow login
and password to accesstudents should see their guidance teacher if they have lost their
details.

Study Support comprises live, interactive webinars and are delivered by experienced, GTCS
registered teachers. In excess of 50 different webinars are on offer each week during term time,
covering the mostpopular curricular areas as well as an extensive range of other subjects.

Link- https://e-sgoil.com/senioiphase/studysupport/#FAQsS



https://e-sgoil.com/senior-phase/study-support/#FAQs

NATIONAL

SATURDAY
CLUB

The National Saturday Clutin extracurricular clubs for young people across the UK in
partnership with Universities, FE Colleges and cultural institutions. The first Saturday Club in
Scotland is an Art and Design focused club starting January at Edinburgh College of Art, and is a
completely free 20 week programme for-15 year olds.

There's more information about the club belofatips://saturday-club.org/club/edinburgh
collegeof-art/ and more generally about the National Saturday Club heties://saturday
club.org/

50/50 Club

Do you want to be in on a chance to win some ¢&aahd help us raise funds for our Parent
Partnership at the same time? Sign up to our 50/50 CluE%qver month (multiple entries
allowed) via this online form.


https://saturday-club.org/club/edinburgh-college-of-art/
https://saturday-club.org/club/edinburgh-college-of-art/
https://saturday-club.org/
https://saturday-club.org/

https://forms.qgle/uxkWKo4racL4Krym9

We give out 50% of the entries to one monthly winner and keep 50% towards fundrdikisg.
helps us support things like prize giving, uniform costs, hygiene products, and hopefully some
families with the cost of trips.

We asked pupils to design a poster to encourage pupils to read during Scottish Book Week. The
theme for this year was hope.

Below are the winning entries!


https://forms.gle/uxkWKo4racL4Krym9







Staff VS Pupil Charity Football Match

A charity football match was held on Friday 22nd between Staff and our S6 pupils Funds going
to Prostate Scotland and the S6 Prom. The pupils won an exciting matdhwas great fun

and an amazing number of our pupils, parents and staff came to watch. A rematch is
provisionally scheduled for March/April when staff recover date TBA.







Developing the
Young Workforce

We had a very successful Stem careers event for our S2s. We were lucky to have the support of
a whole group of volunteers from Moredun, Sandy from Dalkeith Electricals, Isma and Cameron
from Almac, Jimi a software engineer from Firefinch, David from SDS Live, Nicole and Katie from

the Resilience project at Heriot Watt, Jake Wales and Helen Blackburn from Edinburgh Napier
Mental Heath Nursing Team.

Each student was able to speak with each of the exhibitors in turn and find out about the

diversity of jobs in the STEM world. It was a busy but very informative and enjoyable morning
for our S2s.
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The Childcare class had a visit from Susan and Alex from LASC (Loanhead After School Club).
They talked about the importance of play in childhood development and how they plan their
own play classes. They also gave us some very informative information about working in
Childcare.
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We held our annual careers fair this November and it was a great success! With 40 exhibitors
from the world of work and education there was something for everyone. The careers fair is a
joint event with Beeslack which means twice as many students get the opportunity to come and
speak about College, University, Apprenticeships and Careers. Thanks to our student volunteers
who helped make the event run smoothly.



Work based
qualifications for
the Early years
and Childcare
sector

> Quality training tailoreq to
meet individuqg| Needs

M?dem Apprenticeships in
Edinburgh, Fife and the
Lothians
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HOUSE POINTS
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Liddell Clerk Maxwell

SocialSubjects ran a houssmpetitionfor S1's. The results are:
Clerk Maxwelt 150 points

Liddelt 75 points

Well done to everyone who took part!

Congratulations to Alicja Wasil, Ellie Dugan Riddle and Elodie Hillis who won the Scottish Book
Week Poster Competition and each earned 50 points for their house.

Other notable efforts were Oscar Stephenson, Caleb Logan, Cooper Mitchell and Arran Dawson,
who each earned 20 points for their house.

Total Awards are 160 for Clerk Maxwell and 70 for Liddell. Table to be updated ASAP.
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HAMPER APPEAL:
The collection is now over. Thanks to all who contributed.

The Rights Respecting Schools Group
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w S34 Indoor Football (Miss McShannon)

S,

w Monday Lunchtime

w SZ}2 PHS Swifties (Mrs Sneddon, room 45)
w Debate club (Miss Astor) room 42
w Burnt Out Records (Music Dept The Hub)
w BGE Science Homework Help

Monday After School
w Spin (Miss McShannon)
w Senior Vocal Group (Mrs Mcintosh room 4)
w Chemistry N5 and AH

Tuesday Lunchtime
w Eco Schools (Mr Johnston)

w SI2 Maths homework (Mr Knox)

€

S1S2 Indoor Football(Mr Hogg)
Creative Writing Group (Ms Henderson)

Wind Band(Mr Walker)

€ € €

Percussion Group (Ms Waddell)
w Guitar Group (Mr Mcleod)
Tuesday After School
w S13 Netball (Miss McShannon)

w Modern Languages Homework Club Mrs McEvoy's Room



Wednesday Lunchtime

w LGBTQ+ and Allies (Miss Graham)

w Young Carers (Mr Milligerfortnightly)

w S1S6 Badminton (Miss Gungui)

w Rights Respecting school (Mr Murphy)

w STEM club (Ms Forbes room 49)

w Jazz Band(Mrs MacRae)

w String Group (Miss Dance)
Wednesday After School

w S46 Basketball (Mr Witton)

w Book & Biscuits (Ms Henderson Reading Room)

w Dyslexia homework Support group (Mrs Wood, room 5)
Thursday Lunchtime

w S6 Indoor Football (Mr Hunter)

w Junior Vocal Group (Miss Hamilton rm 3)
Thursday After School

w Code Club (Ms Giorgi) 3:4010pm

w S1S6 Songwriters club (Mr Murphy)
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A huge thank you to all who supported our Movember collection. We raised in exce£800
for Prostate Scotland!!.

We also held a Movember mustache growing competition. Well done to our janitor Joe
Wynne and his handlebar mustache, A big shout out the other growers too! It all helped the
fundraising.
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