A

Parent Update - SQA Exam results 2021-22

We are very pleased with our overall 2021-22 exam result which in many cases are the best
ever recorded since the new Qualifications system started. This is an outstanding result when
you consider the ongoing Covid disruption last session. |1 would like to congratulate all of
our young people and also thank parent/ carers for their support along with our
dedicated, hardworking and professional staff.

Some of our high performing senior student discuss their results last week

We feel many of the improvements we have put in place over the last few sessions such as the
new tracking and monitoring system, enhanced timetable pathways and presentation policy
for exams are having an impact. We will be consolidating these systems this session to fully
support all young people as well as concentrating on maintaining the inclusive, supportive and
disciplined environments that minimise distractions in school and provide security and
certainty about rules and consequences.

At this stage of the year there is still further work being done around: appeals, following up
discrepancies with SQA and work by SQA and other awarding bodies to include other SCQF
level 4-6 course outcomes. This means the overall results will improve even further. In
September 2022 we will get the initial Insight data report and | will further share highlights at
that time. This data will also tell us how we have done against our virtual comparator which



enables comparison with a set of data drawn from a similar national sample of students, as
well as against the national cohort.

For now, | am happy to report our results against the Midlothian average .

S4 - A-C Passes 2022 Penicuik High School vs Midlothian Average

School 1+award | 1+award | 3+ Awards | 3+ 5+ 5+
Grade A-C | Grade A-C | Grade A-C | Awards | Awards Awards
(Level 4) | (Level 5) | (Level 4) SERRAE || EREE f | HEEELS
C C C
(Level 5) | (Level 4) | (Level 5)
Penicuik 98.2% 77.7% 85.7 58.9 68.9% 41.1%
Midlothian | 97.2 78.5 87.2 54.6 59.0 35.5
average

Note: Level 4 = National 4 passes / Level 5 = National 5 passes.

1+ =1 or more awards at that level / 3+ = 3 or more awards at that level/ 5+ =5 or more
awards at that level

Grade A-C - the grade band achieved. An award at A-C grade is a pass

The results for 3 or more awards and 5 or more awards at National 4 and National 5 are well
above the Midlothian average. Our 5 or more awards at National 5 are the second best in 10
years and the best Midlothian figure this session.

S5 cohort - A-C Passes 2022 Penicuik High School vs Midlothian Average

School 1+ 3+ 5+ 1+ 3+ 5+
Award | Award | Award Awards | Award Award
Grade | Grade Level Level A- | Level A- | Level A-
A-C A-C A-C C C C
Level 5 | Level 5 | Level 5 Level 6 Level 6 | Level 6
Penicuik 85.4 73.8 62.1 65.0 41.7 19.4
Midlothian | 87.2 70.8 55.6 53.1 32.9 13.7
Average

Note: Level 5 = National 5 passes. Level 6 - Higher passes

1+ =1 or more awards at that level/ 3+ = 3 or more awards at that level/ 5+ =5 or more awards
at that level



Grade A-C - the grade band achieved. An award at A-C grade is a pass

These results are the best we have ever had since the examination system changed in the
senior phase away from old Standard Grades and Higher awards and are a significant
improvement over past years for many measures - showing a positive upward trend. It is also
worth stating that they are better than the last ‘normal examination’ figures from 2019. We
look forward to confirming the finalised grades which will include appeals and other SCQF
awards in early October. We want to consolidate the positive progress this session and work
with you to ensure your child’s attainment is the best it can be, allowing them to progress to a
positive and sustained destination beyond school.

Kind regards

Craig Biddick

Head Teacher



