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Dates for the Diary

Head Teacher’s Message

14- 25 Jan - Senior Prelims

The new term has started quietly and many senior students are now preparing for and sitting their Prelim exams. I wish them well for these
exams which are a valuable dress rehearsal for the final SQA exams.

15 Jan – S4 Parents’ Evening
(Apologies – the wrong date for this was
entered in the December Newsletter)

21 Jan – DTP & Men ACWY
Vaccinations
29 Jan – Parents’ Association
Meeting
7 Feb – Business Breakfast:
CV/Interview Workshop
8-16 Feb – Feb Break
17 Feb – All Resume
18 Feb – Rag Bag Collection

We have recently completed a review of individual student progress in certificated SQA subject courses e.g. Higher English or National 5
Biology in S5/6 and have collated this information to look at overall progress across all the subjects a young person is taking. Where there
are two or more subjects of concern a member of the Senior Management Team will be making contact to discuss possible options to
address these concerns. There are, in some cases options to drop a presentation level or a student could have failed to meet course
requirements and it may be recommended that they withdraw from that subject and spend more time on subjects that they are able to pass..
In some appropriate circumstances we may respectfully suggest that we work with you as parents/carers and the young person to begin the
process of looking at options to leave school to a positive destination. I don’t believe it is in anyone’s interest to have a student in school who
has disengaged or is not attending and therefore failing all or most courses when they could be taking up more positive options and pathways
that motivate them. I hope that parents/carers will support us in this process and if you have any concerns yourself, in the first instance,
please contact the relevant Guidance teacher to discuss matters further.
Finally, we are now putting the final touches to our new Curriculum structure and timetable for 2020-21 and will release this information to
all parents/carers in mid-January as we prepare to start the course choice process in early February. Information will be emailed out to
parents and also be available on our school website. Students will receive information via school assemblies before the end of January.
Craig Biddick, Acting Head Teacher

20 Feb – Course Choice
Evening
21 Feb – Final S5/6 Reports
Issued
12 March – Careers Convention
at Penicuik High School

IMPORTANT: Reporting Absence from School

Parents Association

Parents/Carers are reminded that they should phone the school
office each day of their child's absence. The school office is open
from 8am.
According to procedure if a pupil feels unwell in school, they should
ask to be excused by their class teacher and report to the school
office, where staff will contact their parent/carer. Please remind
your child of this should they contact you directly during school
hours. Any request for a pupil to have time off during term time must
be addressed to the Head Teacher.
Driving Lessons - parents please note: Wherever possible, driving
lessons should be arranged outwith the school day and only in
exceptional circumstances during Study periods, when leave may
be granted at the Head Teacher's discretion. Absences during class
time will be recorded as 'Unauthorised'.

The Parents' Association exists to bring parents and carers
together so they can support the school in providing the best
education possible for our children.
Meeting dates for 2020 are as follows:

School Office and Guidance Staff

Helen Armstrong, Parents Association

Wed 29 Jan, Wed 25 Mar and Thurs 7 May
All meetings are at the school at 7 p.m. (6.45 p.m. for tea /coffee
/chat). Please do come along to find out more about what's going
on at the school and about how you can get involved.
To find out more about the PA join our Facebook group (Penicuik
High School Parents' Association), take a look at our web page
(http://penicuik.mgfl.net/parents/parents-association-2/) or email
us at: penicuikhspa@gmail.com

Junior Netball Squad News

Next Rag Bag Collection

Well done to some of our junior netball
squad who recently played their first
competitive game against Lasswade High
School. The team have been training hard
since the start of term, developing their
skills, knowledge of rules and teamwork.
(See photo right)
PE Department

The next Rag Bag Collection will be on the 18th February 2020. The
New Year might be the ideal opportunity for you to have a clear out.
The Eco Schools group would like to spend any money raised on plants
for the garden and some new bins to help keep the school litter
free. So why not look out some old clothes to donate to Rag Bag and
this great cause. www.rag-bag.co.uk

Mrs MacFadyen and the Eco Schools Group

Young Carers News
January 30th is National Young Carers’
Day. On this day, and all that week, we will
be raising awareness of the work that
Young Carers do support others in their
families. We have a number of Young
Carers in the school and we will use this
week to highlight some of the challenges
that young people face when caring for
someone else.
Mr Milligen, Young Carer Coordinator
PARTICIPATION
RESPECT
INCLUSION
DETERMINATION
EXCELLENCE
Congratulations!
Well done to Hannah Benson S2 and Jenny
Kerr S3 who have both been successful in
gaining a place in the National Youth Girls’
Choir of Scotland for 2020.
Congratulations also go to Erin Valentine
S1 and Alix Knight in S2 who have been
selected
part of a show Schools
jumping Student
team to
Mrsas
MacFadyen/Eco
jump with their horses Ebony and T-trifle.
Leaders
Mr C Biddick, Acting Head Teacher
The Chemistry Department

The Junior Netball
Squad left)
Miriam and Coleen
3C5 with the cheque
for Kindred (right)
The Youth and Philanthropy Initiative (YPI)
The Youth and Philanthropy Initiative (YPI) is an active citizenship programme which empowers pupils to make
a difference in their local communities while developing a host of skills. Each participating school, each year is
responsible for directing a £3000 YPI grant to a local charity through a unique programme of teamwork,
research and competition.
S3 pupils in core RMPS take part in the Youth and Philanthropy Initiative (YPI). Over the last few months
pupils have chosen a social issue they are passionate about, met with a local charity that addresses their
chosen social issue, and prepared presentations for the big final. This helps pupils develop skills for lifelong
learning and work such as teamwork, creativity, presenting, public speaking, time management and so
on. Above all pupils gain an understanding of the impact they can have on their own community. Alongside
this they complete the Religion, Belief and Values Award so gain
National qualification
asStudent
a resultLeaders
of their
Mrs aMacFadyen/Eco
Schools
participation in YPI. This year our winners were Miriam Salter and Coleen He, both 3C5, who created a thought
provoking and very personal presentation for Kindred.
Miss Lyon, Principal Teacher of RMPS

Edinburgh College
Open Days
Edinburgh College have a number of Open Days for aspiring pupils over
the next couple of months as advertised through the Student Newsletter.
These events are open to pupils and their parents/guardians interested
in applying for full time, School College Partnership (SCP) or Foundation
Apprenticeship (FA) courses.
30 January 4-6pm Milton Road Campus
1 February 10.00am – 2.00pm – Granton Campus
22 February 10.00am – 2.00pm – Sighthill Campus
29 February 10.00am – 2.00pm – Midlothian Campus
College Applications
Pupils can apply for courses at the college online via their website;
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/
There are January – start courses available as well as full time courses
for 2020/21 and SCP/FA courses which can be chosen as part of the
course choice process for pupils in S4-6. If they need support to apply
for a course at Edinburgh College, please contact your child’s guidance
teacher who can support them to complete the application and can
arrange an appointment with a Careers Advisor if necessary.

Correction: Natasha Stewart, aka ‘This
is Namaste,’ shares a selfie with S1
pupils Katherine Hogg 1C1, Selina
Scott 1C5 (not Alana S as previously
advertised) and Danny Brolly 1C1
(right)

The Guidance Team

Developing the Young Workforce (DYW) News
Careers Convention Thursday 12th March 2020 6.30pm - 8.30pm
As you may be aware, it is now the established pattern that the annual Careers Convention alternates between Penicuik High School and Beeslack Community
High School. This year, the Convention will be held in Penicuik High School and all parents in the Penicuik area are invited to attend with their children to discuss
career matters with experts. This convention has traditionally attracted a wide range of consultants who give valuable advice to parents/students on a range of
occupations and further/higher education courses prior to students making subject choices or their leaving school. Invitations have been issued to universities,
colleges, service and manufacturing industries, the armed forces and the professions, the intention being to provide you and your child with a unique local
opportunity to obtain advice on career pathways.
Whilst there may be some value in your child attending the Convention unaccompanied by an adult, we believe that much greater advantage is likely to be derived
from the evening if you come with your son or daughter to find out more about the sort of choices he or she faces and the possible shape of his or her future.
Admission tickets (free of charge) will be supplied nearer the time to all those who wish to come along and will be available from Mrs Brandie, Careers Convention
Co-ordinator. Should you wish any further information please feel free to contact Mrs Brandie at Penicuik High School. We look forward to seeing you on the 12th
March.
Mrs Brandie, PT Guidance

S2 Heritage Heroes
Before Christmas, all of S2 embarked on a History
challenge. They were studying WWI, looking at
the causes and impact of the War. They were all
set the challenge to investigate trench life and to
create a model of a realistic WWI trench in a
shoebox. They sourced their resources
themselves and were encouraged to use
recyclables as much as possible. They all did very
well and their efforts have been rewarded by
Archaeology Scotland who have awarded all of
those who participated with a Heritage Hero
Award. They have all received certificates, which
were handed out by their History teachers.
Mrs Forbes, History Department
Peace Project
0

S3 German Market Christmas Trip
During the last week of term a group of S3 German students visited
the Christmas Market in Edinburgh. As part of the German Minor
course students have been learning about German culture and
traditions as well as learning the language. At the market students
were able to sample German food and look at traditional
German Christmas craft items on display. An enjoyable morning
was had by all.
Mrs Brandie, PT Guidance/Teacher of German

In September we welcomed Keith and Jean Best,
founders of the Peace Project, and members of the
Rotary Club of Penicuik, to speak to our current S6
pupils. The Peace Project (supported by Rotary
International of Great Britain) is a conflict resolution
course that focuses on equipping young people with
the skills and confidence to lead and deal with
challenging situations that may occur in their lives.
The Peace Project programme is now global, with
courses being delivered to young people in Europe
and America.
7 of our S6 completed this programme in December
and are now Peace Advocates. They plan to launch
the Peace Project programme to S4 and S5
students after the senior prelims. It is hoped that
our S6 Peace Advocates will train a group of S4 and
S5 pupils with the skills they have gained. The long
term aim is that the school will achieve a Blue Flag,
awarded to schools whereby a number of pupils are
Peace Advocates.
Miss Lyon, Principal Teacher of RMPS

S3 Minor German Trip to the
German Christmas Market (above
and below)

Lessons from Auschwitz Project
Since 1999, over 39,500 students and teachers have taken part in the Holocaust Educational Trust's ground breaking
Lessons from Auschwitz Project. We were delighted to have two of our senior pupils, Emma Murray and Tom Clark both
S5, take part in the project this year. They will present on their experiences during Holocaust Memorial Assemblies. Here
is Emma’s reflections on her experience:
“Last October I was chosen to take part in the Lessons from Auschwitz project, ran by the Holocaust Educational Trust. For
the project I got to hear from a Holocaust survivor, visit Auschwitz-Birkenau and learn about why the Holocaust is still relevant
today.
In the first session, we got to hear from Holocaust survivor Eva Clarke. Eva was born in Mauthausen concentration camp
and she told us the story of her mother and how she survived multiple camps, including Auschwitz-Birkenau. Her story was
incredibly sad, but it also highlighted how brave her mother was and it helped to humanise the Holocaust. 6 million people
is a big number, and it can be hard to comprehend. That is why it helps to hear about one person, or one family’s personal
experience, you can understand the pain and the loss that they suffered and then imagine 6 million people dealing with that
same amount of pain. By hearing from Eva, I was able to further my understanding of just how horrific the Holocaust was.
In the second session, we went to Poland to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau. I can’t describe what it was like walking into the camp,
seeing the signs and buildings that I had only ever seen in history books before, it was completely surreal and something I
will never forget. First we looked around the museum part of the camp in Auschwitz, where we saw some of the rooms that
political prisoners were kept in, photos and the courtyard where mass shootings were carried out. Then we were taken to
the rooms containing the possessions of the prisoners: suitcases, glasses, and even hair that was shaved to be made into
carpet. As terrible as all these things were, I think the most shocking thing for me was seeing the gas chamber and the house
that the Nazi officer lived in. The house was behind gates a very short distance away from the gas chamber, so close that I
wonder how the officer’s wife was ever able to call it ‘paradise’.
After that we went to Birkenau, the bigger of the two camps that was used mainly for Jewish prisoners. In every direction
were rows and rows of building that were used to house prisoners, and that’s not even including the buildings that were
knocked down by the Nazis when they tried to hide the evidence. At the end of the railway line were the remains of the
crematoria. In the museum we had seen a model of how they once looked and what shocked me the most was how efficient
the whole system was, it was designed to be a systematic killing machine. The final building we saw was filled from floor to
ceiling with pictures of the victims that died there. There were pictures of babies, little children and even photos of couples
on their wedding day. It was horrible to see all these happy lives that had been turned upside down and ruined by the
Holocaust. After a closing ceremony with Rabbi Marcus we returned home to Edinburgh.
On the last session of the project we considered why the Holocaust is still relevant today. There is a quote that was read out
to us: “we learn from history that we do not learn from history.” and I think that is completely true. We have all learned about
the World Wars and the Holocaust and yet religious persecution is still happening all over the world. The Holocaust
Educational Trust exists to teach us that we must stand up to hate and learn the lessons that previous generations have not.
I am so glad that I was given the chance to take part in the Lessons from Auschwitz project and it is an experience I will
never forget. It was a once in a lifetime opportunity to hear from a survivor and visit the camp and I am grateful that I was
given this opportunity. I will continue to do what I can to remember and honour the victims of the Holocaust, and I hope that
everyone else will do the same.”
Miss Lyon, Principal Teacher of RMPS

Erin Holmes 2P7
Hannah Benson 2P3

Rory Scott 2P7
Amy Stocks 2P7

Rowan Bell 1P2

William
MacKinnon 2P1
Abigail Walker 1P5

Caitlin Weston
Conway 2P1

