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Dates for the Diary

Head Teacher’s Message

8-16 Feb – Feb Break

As I write this letter to parents, I note that we are now well into the winter season with short and very cold days and the usual absences due
to seasonal illnesses. The Prelim season has now finished and reports have gone out for S4 and shortly will go out for S5 and S6. At the
same time as the reporting process we are also looking closely at overall student performance and addressing any cause for concern with
young people and their parents/carers. The SMT are dealing directly with S5/6 and Guidance staff are starting to address S4 issues.
In many cases young people will respond to positive discussions about attendance, effort and attitude but in some cases the problems are
more intransigent and decisions need to be made about progression and level of presentation or delaying presentation into the next session,
working with parents or carers. There may also be occasions where the student isn’t engaging fully in school and we need to look at how we
help them leave to go to a positive destination pathway. The school will contact parents / carers of all individuals they are working with. If
you have any concerns please don’t hesitate to contact us.
As well as dealing with under-performance, an important consideration for the school moving forward is to address any structural barriers to
progression through our new curriculum and in particular we will be looking at the use of National Progression Awards (NPA’s) within courses
or other awards which are recognised SQA awards. These gain the students tariff points and may offer the chance for the student to study
at the same level rather than drop back. These awards are also progressive in that they can be taken at Level 3 to Level 6 on the qualifications
framework. Alongside this the school is also considering vocational pathways to enhance positive destinations and ensure equity in what we
offer. A number of people do not engage well in school but perform very well on an external course which suits their skills and attributes.
Some flexibility will also be offered including extended work placements and transitions.
We look forward to continuing to develop our curriculum offer over the next few years to expand and develop these areas despite the climate
of austerity.
Craig Biddick, Acting Head Teacher

17 Feb – All Resume
17 Feb Edinburgh College
SCP/FA Applications open to
S4/5/6 pupils for session
2020/21
18 Feb – Rag Bag Collection
20 Feb – Course Choice
Evening
21 Feb – Final S5/6 Reports
Issued
26 Feb – Volunteer Recruitment
Fair from 1-6pm in Dalkeith (see
flyer in newsletter)
26 Feb – Science Dept. S2
Careers HIVE Trip
6 Mar – DofE Silver Training
12 March – Careers Convention
at Penicuik High School

IMPORTANT: Reporting Absence from School

Parents’ Association

Parents/Carers are reminded that they should phone the school
office each day of their child's absence. The school office is open
from 8am.
According to procedure if a pupil feels unwell in school, they should
ask to be excused by their class teacher and report to the school
office, where staff will contact their parent/carer. Please remind
your child of this should they contact you directly during school
hours. Any request for a pupil to have time off during term time must
be addressed to the Head Teacher.
Driving Lessons - parents please note: Wherever possible, driving
lessons should be arranged outwith the school day and only in
exceptional circumstances during Study periods, when leave may
be granted at the Head Teacher's discretion. Absences during class
time will be recorded as 'Unauthorised'.
School Office and Guidance Staff

The Parents' Association exists to bring parents and carers
together so they can support the school in providing the best
education possible for our children.
Meeting dates for 2020 are as follows:
Wed 25 Mar and Thurs 7 May
All meetings are at the school at 7 p.m. (6.45 p.m. for tea /coffee
/chat). Please do come along to find out more about what's going
on at the school and about how you can get involved.
To find out more about the PA join our Facebook group (Penicuik
High School Parents' Association), take a look at our web page
(http://penicuik.mgfl.net/parents/parents-association-2/) or email
us at: penicuikhspa@gmail.com
Helen Armstrong, Parents’ Association

PE Department News

Next Rag Bag Collection

Congratulations to Dana Purves (S6) on winning gold
in a recent International Karate competition in Austria.
Dana won five fights in the -59kg category including
beating the World Silver medallist 4-2. Well done
Dana! (See photo right)

The next Rag Bag collection on 18th February will raise
funds for the Malawi partnership and for more paper
recycling bags for classrooms. We are planning to
make it an inter-house competition. The Eco-schools
committee will weigh bags brought in by each house.
Over the holiday week pupils are being asked to please
look out clothes/shoes/belts/handbags that they are
finished with, put them in a bag and bring them it in on
Monday 17 February. Bags will be collected near the
janitors’ office (opposite Room 2) www.rag-bag.co.uk

PE Stars of the Month for January
Oliver Holsgrove 1C1 has been awarded PE ‘Star of
the Month’ for January. He has been working
particularly hard throughout the invasion games unit at
his leadership and teamwork skills. Oliver has shown
an excellent skill level during the current table tennis
unit. Also he is committed to the table tennis club every
Tuesday lunchtime where he further develops his
skills. Well done Oliver – keep up the good work.

Mrs MacFadyen and
the Eco Schools Group
S4 Prince’s Trust Stationery Drive

Emily Walker 2C5 has been awarded the S2 star of the
month for January. Emily has shown fantastic
determination and resilience throughout this year.
Emily is always respectful towards her teacher and
other classmates, she always comes in to the
department with a positive attitude. Emily has been
working particularly hard at developing her Netball
skills at the after school club and during lessons. Well
done Emily – keep up the good work!

Moni! As you will probably already know Penicuik High
school has a partnership with Namadzi Community Day
Secondary School in Malawi. Since 2017 we have been
working to build our relationship with the school and this
has been the focus of our Prince’s Trust Community
Project this year. We have been working to raise
awareness of the partnership by creating noticeboards,
information videos, writing blog posts and speaking to
teachers in the school about sponsoring students in
Namadzi. Most of the students at Namadzi have no
access to resources which can have a huge impact on
their education. Because of this we have also decided
to organise a stationery drive in the hope to send pencil
cases and stationary to the school.

U16 Football Lothian Cup
The boys U16 football team played a highly
competitive match against Lasswade High School in
the first round of the competition. The final score was
6-2 to Lasswade with Juan Torquemada and Sam
Ridgeway on the scoresheet for Penicuik. The game
was played in fantastic spirits with great skills on show
from both sides.
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After the February holidays we are hoping that each
registration class will donate stationery such as pens,
pencils, rubbers and sharpeners to fill pencil cases
which we will send to Namadzi in March. This will
hopefully mean that students will be able to complete
homework and different tasks in lessons that they
wouldn’t have been able to do before.
Thank you in advance for your support and donations!
S4 Prince’s Trust Pupils

Edinburgh College

Developing the Young Workforce (DYW) News

Open Days
Edinburgh College still have a couple of Open Days remaining for aspiring
pupils over the month of February. These have been advertised through
the Student Newsletter and also on the College website. These events
are open to pupils and their parents/guardians interested in applying for
full time, School College Partnership (SCP) or Foundation Apprenticeship
(FA) courses.

Careers Convention Thursday 12th March 2020 6.30pm - 8.30pm
As you may be aware, it is now the established pattern that the annual Careers
Convention alternates between Penicuik High School and Beeslack Community
High School. This year, the Convention will be held in Penicuik High School and
all parents in the Penicuik area are invited to attend with their children to discuss
career matters with experts. This convention has traditionally attracted a wide
range of consultants who give valuable advice to parents/students on a range of
occupations and further/higher education courses prior to students making subject
choices or their leaving school. Invitations have been issued to universities,
colleges, service and manufacturing industries, the armed forces and the
professions, the intention being to provide you and your child with a unique local
opportunity to obtain advice on career pathways.

22 February 10.00am – 2.00pm – Sighthill Campus
29 February 10.00am – 2.00pm – Midlothian Campus
College Applications
Pupils can now apply for full time courses at the college online via their
website; http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/
There are a number of full time courses for 2020/21 (starting Aug 2020)
available for application now. Applications are taken on a first come, first
served basis so it is vital that applications for full time courses are
completed and submitted as soon as possible.
SCP/FA courses, which can be chosen as part of the course choice
process for pupils in S4-6, will open for application on 17 Feb. They will
remain open until 30 March.
If your son/daughter wishes to apply for any type of course and requires
support to complete their application, please contact their guidance
teacher who can support them to complete the application and can
arrange an appointment with a Careers Advisor if necessary.
Edinburgh College will be attending the Course Choice evening on 20
Feb and will be visiting PSE classes to talk to pupils/parents about the
courses they offer.
The Guidance Team

Whilst there may be some value in your child attending the Convention
unaccompanied by an adult, we believe that much greater advantage is likely to
be derived from the evening if you come with your son or daughter to find out more
about the sort of choices he or she faces and the possible shape of his or her
future.
Admission tickets (free of charge) will be supplied nearer the time to all those who
wish to come along and will be available from Mrs Brandie, Careers Convention
Co-ordinator. Should you wish any further information please feel free to contact
Mrs Brandie at Penicuik High School. We look forward to seeing you on the 12th
March.
Mrs Brandie, PT Guidance

S2 Science Trip to Careers HIVE
We have once again reached the point in the school year where we will be taking
all of the S2 cohort on a trip to Careers HIVE. This year we will all be heading to
the National Museum of Scotland on Wednesday 26th February. This immersive
event will focus on the vast range of exciting opportunities available to those who
study Science, Technology, Engineering or Maths (STEM). During the visit,
students will have to opportunity to engage in hands-on workshops and listen to
short inspirational talks from people in a variety of fields. Thanks to company
sponsorship there will be no cost for pupils to attend. Pupils must bring a packed
lunch and wear uniform. Letters and permission forms will be issued to students
on Monday 17th February. Can you please look out for these coming home and
return to the school office no later than Friday 21st February? We look forward to
a fun day out! (See flyer on next page for more info).
Mrs Brandie, PT Guidance and Work Experience Co-ordinator
The Science Department

Sean Mitchell 1P3

Keira Dodds 1P2

