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Dates for the Diary

Head Teacher’s Message

2-6 Dec – S4 Work Exp Week

It is not long now until the festive season is upon us and I am sure all students, parents and staff will welcome a break at a time of the year
which is challenging in terms of shortened days, cold winter weather and seasonal illness.

10/11/12 Dec – S1
Bannockburn Trips
11 Dec – Christmas Concert
12-13 Dec – Peace Project
Training
16 Dec – S1 Maths Challenge

As you will be aware the Prelims for S4 have just been held and S5/6 prelims will occur in the New Year. These exams are an important
dress rehearsal for students and also give some indication of young people’s engagement and progress with their courses. We are currently
collating information from all SQA courses, at all levels, to gain an overview of how students are doing across the breadth of their course
work. Guidance staff and Senior Management will be analysing this data to ensure we contact parents where there are concerns and to
enable us to work with parents/carers to intervene as soon as possible if students are off task and at risk of failing a course or courses. If
you have any current concerns of your own please don’t hesitate to contact the school directly.

20 Dec – Christmas Assemblies
20 Dec – S4 Reports Issued

Finally, at the time of writing this newsletter message we are nearing the end of our consultation on our curriculum. We have held a range
of events for students, staff and parents and gained a lot of useful feedback that will inform our next steps. I would like to thank all parents
for taking the time to contact us, complete the survey and attend focus groups to give positive and constructive feedback on aspects of the
review. In early January we will be informing you about what change has been decided as part of our first phase of curriculum development,
based on the consultation. We will also be launching our second consultation of the session in relation to our vision and values, in January
2020.

21 Dec - Christmas Holidays

May I take this opportunity to wish all parents my best wishes for a wonderful Christmas with family and friends and a Happy New Year.

17 Dec - S2 Maths Challenge
19 Dec – S3 Maths Challenge

Craig Biddick, Acting Head Teacher

6 Jan - Staff Development Day
7 Jan – Pupils Resume
(PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS THE CORRECT
DATE!)

10 Jan – S4 Parents’ Evening
14- 25 Jan - Senior Prelims

IMPORTANT: Reporting Absence from School

Parents Association

Parents/Carers are reminded that they should phone the school
office each day of their child's absence. The school office is open
from 8am.
According to procedure if a pupil feels unwell in school, they should
ask to be excused by their class teacher and report to the school
office, where staff will contact their parent/carer. Please remind
your child of this should they contact you directly during school
hours. Any request for a pupil to have time off during term time must
be addressed to the Head Teacher.
Driving Lessons - parents please note: Wherever possible, driving
lessons should be arranged outwith the school day and only in
exceptional circumstances during Study periods, when leave may
be granted at the Head Teacher's discretion. Absences during class
time will be recorded as 'Unauthorised'.

The Parents' Association exists to bring parents and carers
together so they can support the school in providing the best
education possible for our children.
Meeting dates for 2020 are as follows:

School Office and Guidance Staff

Helen Armstrong, Parents Association

Wed 29 Jan, Wed 25 Mar and Thurs 7 May
All meetings are at the school at 7 p.m. (6.45 p.m. for tea /coffee
/chat). Please do come along to find out more about what's going
on at the school and about how you can get involved.
To find out more about the PA join our Facebook group (Penicuik
High School Parents' Association), take a look at our web page
(http://penicuik.mgfl.net/parents/parents-association-2/) or email
us at: penicuikhspa@gmail.com

S4 Chemistry Pupils
‘ESCAPE’ the Classroom
During September and October, a
group of our S4 N5 Chemistry pupils
got a chance to go to Edinburgh
University’s School of Chemistry
Autumn
Programme
of
Experiments. Along with several
other schools, they took part in
practicals and lectures with the help
of university students and post
docs. It was an amazing opportunity
to see ‘real’ chemistry laboratories
and use advanced equipment. The
group had an excellent time and
worked together really well. It gave
our pupils a proper experience of
working in a university setting and
what they could do with science
after they leave school.
The Chemistry Department

S3 Geography Field Trip
This year we decided to add a field trip in to the S3
Geography course. The pupils were inspired after seeing
images of coastal geographical features and their teacher
canoeing round them and they asked to do the same.
We decided to take a trip down the canal and although it
is not on the coast we could look at the different zones of
the city we study. We started at Wester Hailes and
paddled in open canoes to the aqueduct. All the way we
learned about the History and Geography as well as
spotting the wild life. We did our bit for the environment
by collecting any litter we found floating along the way.
We even had time at the end to pop into McDonalds on
the way back to school. The day was described by one
pupil as ‘the best field trip ever’.
Mr Johnstone, Curriculum Leader of Social Subjects

SCHOLAR
I’d like to remind parents that all S4 S5 S6 pupils
have access to Heriot-Watt’s SCHOLAR
programme online at www.scholar.hw.ac.uk
This is an online learning platform which has most
of the NQ courses available for pupils to work on
in their own time (as well as in school) including
English, Maths, Sciences, Computing, Art,
Languages and Business Management.
Each pupil has a username and a password, and
should be using it regularly as part of their
learning and for revision closer to the exams.
Scholar also runs revision sessions in the
evenings which pupils can take part in if they
wish.
If they have lost their log-in details please ask
pupils to find me in school and I will re-issue!
Katy Alder, Scholar Coordinator

Charity Committee News

Midlothian Spell Masters Competition
2019

We recently received a lovely “Thank You” letter from cancer
Research UK expressing their gratitude for the £406.27 the
committee/school raised for them on our first “Dress Down” day. A
magnificent effort by all involved. We were informed our donation
alone could cover the cost of running one of cancer research’s lung
cancer clinical trials for 13 days!!! This type of trial helps to find out
if radiotherapy will pack more of a punch to cancer cells and stop
the disease coming back after surgery, helping to improve
treatments for patients with lung cancer. Well done to all involved.

The annual Spelling Bee between
Midlothian secondary schools took place
in Penicuik High School on 6th November
2009. The competition was held in the
School Library. Unfortunately we did not
retain the trophy this year and it was
deservedly won by St David’s with
Penicuik coming joint second. Well done
to the S2 pupils involved - Calum Hind,
Connor Hoyland, Jonah Turnbull, Corey
Hillis and Orlaith Petit.
Mr N Smith, Librarian

Christmas Concert
The
Penicuik
High
School
Christmas
Concert takes place on
Wednesday
11th
December at 7.00pm in
the school hall. Tickets
are now on sale priced
£5/£3 with all proceeds
going
towards
our
partnership with Namadzi
Community
Day
Secondary School in
Malawi. We will also be
collecting donations at
the end of the concert.
There are a large number
of pupils taking part and it
is sure to be another
great night. Come and
join us for an evening of
festive favourites.
The Music Department

Mr N Smith & PHS Charity Committee

Participants take part in the Midlothian Spell Masters
Competition 2019 (above)
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Malawi Partnership
Since our reciprocal visits in June 2019, the partnership continues to
grow in strength with preparations underway for our next set of reciprocal
visits in June 2021. Our partnership is based on our Partnership
Agreement which really helps set out what priorities we want to achieve
together. These include continuing to build friendships and exchange
cultures, connecting staff members in departments across the schools,
and using Rights Respecting School as a focus in both school
communities. This year we are also working with the Scottish based
organisation ‘Classrooms for Malawi,’ as a school to support the
installation of power and lighting into each of the classrooms in Namadzi.
There have also been a couple of staffing changes at Namadzi with
Duncan Zikagwa and Yusuf Liasi Miss
leaving
Namadzi
CDSS
to take
new
Lyon,
Principal
Teacher
of up
RMPS
posts elsewhere. We thank them both for all the hard work and
dedication they have shown to the partnership. We welcome Joana
Mwakanema as the new chair of Namadzi’s partnership committee. Our
partnership recently featured in The Scotsman. Here is a link to the
article online:
https://www.scotsman.com/education/keith-murphy-flourishing-schoolpartnership-enriches-lives-from-both-communities-1-5034902
We have also been involved in Webinars and Forums through the
Scotland Malawi Partnership and British Council.
Mr Murphy and the Malawi Group

Developing the Young Workforce (DYW) News
Work Experience
Pupils in S4 were out on their week of Work Experience from
2-6 December. All pupils were issued with a worksheet to be
completed by their placement provider, which is the second part
of their work experience booklet started in PSE. This has
allowed them to plan for, summarise their work experience
placements, and count as evidence towards them achieving an
SCQF accredited Work Placement unit. A further reflective
worksheet will be completed in class upon their return to school.
If you need more information about work experience, please do
not hesitate to contact me.
Mrs Brandie, PT Guidance and Work Experience Co-ordinator

Edinburgh College
Open Days
Edinburgh College have held the first of their Open Days for aspiring pupils over the last
few weeks as advertised through the Student Newsletter. A further opportunity to visit
their Milton Road campus is available on Thursday 30 January 2020 from 4-6.30pm
followed by a number of other dates in the New Year. These events are open to pupils
and their parents/guardians interested in applying for full time, School College
Partnership (SCP) or Foundation Apprenticeship (FA) coursers.

Reminder for S6 Pupils Applying for University in 2020

30 January 4-6pm Milton Road Campus
1 February 10.00am – 2.00pm – Granton Campus
22 February 10.00am – 2.00pm – Sighthill Campus
29 February 10.00am – 2.00pm – Midlothian Campus
College Applications
Pupils can apply for courses at the college online via their website;
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/
There are January – start courses available as well as full time courses for 2020/21 and
SCP/FA courses which can be chosen as part of the course choice process for pupils in
S4-6. If they need support to apply for a course at Edinburgh College, please contact
your child’s guidance teacher who can support them to complete the application and
can arrange an appointment with a Careers Advisor if necessary.
The Guidance Team

UCAS Applications
UCAS applications should now be nearing completion and are to
be sent to UCAS before the Christmas break. Please note:
although the official UCAS deadline is in January, as a school we
work towards the deadline of completing all UCAS references and
submitting the applications by the Christmas break at the latest.
Pupils have been allocated time to work on their UCAS applications
during PSE with the support of Guidance Staff/Careers Advisors.
Payment for UCAS applications needs to be made via the school
office.

The Guidance Team

Sports News
PE Stars of the Month for November
The PE Department has awarded Lewis Carter 1L2 as their 'Star of the Month' for
November. Lewis excelled during the recent hockey block and has shown a
consistently positive attitude towards the subject. We have been pleased with
Lewis’s maturity and resilience throughout this term. Lewis has also demonstrated
good leadership qualities during lessons and is a helpful pupil – Well done Lewis
keep it up!!
Oliver Bryant 2C5 has been awarded the S2 ‘Star of the Month’ for his consistent
positive attitude and hard work. Oliver always puts in his best effort regardless of
the activity and is respectful to his fellow classmates and teachers. Oliver always
asks to help with any equipment that might need setting up and is willing to answer
questions to further his learning. Great work Oliver keep it up!
Edinburgh & Midlothian Schools Swimming Competition
Congratulations to Rowan Bell, Aimee Bell, Jonah Turnbull, Finlay Davies, William
McKinnon and Caledonia Crosland who took part in the recent schools swimming
competition. They all showed fantastic resilience and determination throughout
the event – particular congratulations to Jonah & Finlay who came away with
medals. (See photo left)
Physical Education Department

0

Natasha Stewart,
aka ‘This is
Namaste,’ shares
a selfie with S1
pupils Katherine
Hogg 1C1, Alana
Selkirk 1C5 and
Danny Brolly 1C1
(right)
Art Homework of
the Week by
pupils in S1 & S2
Mobile Phone by
Gracie-Lou Blair
(left) and
‘Door Handle’ by
Nathan Anderson
1P4 (left)

Olivia Hawkins 1P5

Ruby Sprott 1P2

Gracie-Lou Blair 1P4
Rory Scott 2P7
Holly Dawson 1P3
Erin Lithgow 1P3
Oran Ritson 1P3
Emily Reid 1P3

Freya Logan 1P2

