
Dear Parent/ Carer 

 
Please note the following information. Specific plans relating to blended learning at Penicuik 
High School, as they currently exist, will not now be shared today alongside specific timetable 
days for students but will remain a contingency if the re-opening process announced yesterday 
changes in July. 

Thank you again for your continued support of the school and your child. It is very much 
appreciated by the staff. 

Please also remember to complete the current survey that closes on 3 July so we can use your 
feedback to improve. Please see the Council’s full message below 

As always if you have any queries or concerns about the current situation please contact the 
school via penicuik_hs@midlothian.gov.uk 

Best wishes 

Craig Biddick - Head Teacher (Acting) 

 

RESPONSE TO DEPUTE FIRST MINISTER'S STATEMENT - TUESDAY 23 
JUNE 2020 – MIDLOTHIAN COUNCIL 

You may be aware that John Swinney, the Depute First Minister has, this afternoon, made a 
statement in the Scottish Parliament about all children and young people returning to school on 
12 August. The Depute First Minister indicated that the Scottish Government’s planning 
assumption is now to have all pupils returning to schools 12 August, if it is safe to do so. He has 
also indicated that this will be conditional and dependent upon scientific and health advice. 
Clearly, our schools are delighted at the prospect of welcoming all of our pupils back to school in 
August with the knowledge that it is safe to do so. 

 Midlothian Council’s local delivery plans to deliver a blended learning model will remain in 
place as a contingency and essential preparation in case they are needed. We would like to assure 
you that all Midlothian schools have a robust blended learning plan ready to be implemented 
should that be the requirement. 

We are now urgently considering the implications of this announcement on our plans for August. 
It is clear that final decisions on a full return will not be confirmed until during the summer 
holidays. We are awaiting further specific guidance and will be in touch with you again as soon as 
we can.   We continue to work on the assumption that staff will return to school on the 10 August 
2020 and pupils will return on the 12 August 2020. 

We appreciate that this is a fast changing situation and you will be keen to know what this means 
for your child/children. As this change has to be achieved safely, it inevitably remains conditional 
and dependent upon ongoing scientific and health advice, therefore we are committed to 
continuing to share information with you as soon as we can, including during the summer 
holidays. 



[Message ends] 


